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"Some fell by laudanum, and some by steel, and death in ambush lay in every pill"”
,, Niektorych zmogto laudanum, inni polegli od stali, zasadzka smierci w kazdej pigulce si¢ czai”
(Sir Samuel Garth)

“In medicine, sins of commission are mortal, sins of omission venial”
,» W medycynie popelnienie czynu jest grzechem Smiertelnym, a zaniechanie — wybaczalnym”
(Dr. Theodore Tronchin)

“Invalids live longest”
., Inwalidzi zyjq najdiuzej”
(Alexander Pope)

SUMMARY
Tadeusz Kosciuszko (1746—1817) was a Polish-Lithuanian military leader. He is considered a national hero
by the Polish, Lithuanian and the American people. He led the 1794 revolt against Imperial Russia and the
Kingdom of Prussia, as the Supreme Commander of the National Armed Forces. Kosciuszko was seriously
wounded and captured during the Battle of Maciejowice. Most probably, Kosciuszko suffered an incomplete
low dorsal spinal cord injury due to penetrating stab wounds: partial paralysis, urinary incontinence, general
weakness, walked scarcely with a cane, and endured severe pains. He died 23 years after the injury.
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STRESZCZENIE

Tadeusz Ko$ciuszko (1746-1817) byt dowddca wojsk polsko-litewskich. W Polsce, na Litwie i w Stanach
Zjednoczonych uwazany jest za bohatera narodowego. W 1794 r. stangt na czele powstania przeciwko Rosji Car-
skiej 1 Krolestwu Prus jako Najwyzszy Naczelnik Sity Zbrojnej Narodowej. Podczas bitwy pod Maciejowicami
zostat cigzko ranny i trafit do niewoli. Najprawdopodobniej doznat niepetnego uszkodzenia dolnej czesci odcinka
piersiowego rdzenia kregowego powstalego w wyniku drazacych ran khutych, czego wynikiem bylo cze$ciowe po-
razenie konczyn dolnych, nietrzymanie moczu, ogdlne ostabienie (utrata krwi, odwodnienie i wyglodzenie), trud-
nosci z chodzeniem o lasce 1 odczuwanie duzego bolu. Ko$ciuszko zmart 23 lata po odniesieniu ran.

Stowa kluczowe: Tadeusz Kosciuszko, historia, uraz rdzenia krggowego
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BACKGROUND

... "In October of the same year, Kosciuszko again
took the offensive even though his armies were badly
outnumbered. At the village of Maciejowice, they met
reinforced Russian troops; and in the battle which
followed, the Poles were badly defeated. Kosciuszko
was critically wounded, became a prisoner of war,
and was sent to a prison in St. Petersburg. "[1]. That
was the end of Kosciuszko's heroic military career.
From that moment on, he began a long journey of
survival and coping with disability.

"Good Kosciusko, thy great name alone
Is a full harvest whence to reap high feeling:
It comes upon us like the glorious pealing
Of the wide spheres-an everlasting tone.
And now it tells me, that in the worlds unknown,
The names of heroes, burst from clouds concealing,
And changed to harmonies, for ever stealing
Through cloudless blue, and round each silver
throne.
It tells me too, that on a happy day,
When some good spirit walks upon the earth,
Thy name with Alfred's, and the great of yore
Gently commingling, gives tremendous birth
1o a loud hymn, that sounds far, far away
1o where the great God lives for evermore"

(John Keats, 1795 —1821)

Andrzej Tadeusz Bonawentura Kosciuszko (1746-
1817) was a Polish-Lithuanian military leader. He is
considered a national hero in Poland, Lithuania, and
the United States. He led the 1794 uprising against
the Imperial Russia and the Kingdom of Prussia as
Supreme Commander of the National Armed Force.
His role model was Timoleon the Corinthian (411-
336 B.C.), a Greek statesman and general who
championed the Greeks of Sicily against the rule of
tyrants and against Carthage [2].

In 1765 he entered the Polish Military Academy,
"Collegium Nobilium", which was established by
King Stanislaw August Poniatowski, and specialized
in building fortifications and military engineering. In
1769 he was promoted to 'Captain of Artillery', and
awarded a royal scholarship to study in France, at the
Academie Royale de Peinture et de Sculpture.
Privately, he studied military subjects.

In 1774, he returned to the partitioned Poland,
and was unable to find a position in the army, so he
worked in teaching and tutoring. Two years later, he
traveled to America, to assist the rebellion against
England. The people who encouraged him to assist
the Americans were: Nicolas Dietrich, Baron von Otten-
dorf, Charles Noel Romand, Sieur de Lisle, Pierre
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WSTEP

.» W pazdzierniku tego roku, Kosciuszko zdecydo-
wal sie na ofensywe pomimo znacznej przewagi li-
czebnej wojsk wroga. Pod Maciejowicami napotkal
wzmocnione wojska rosyjskie. Doszlo tam do bitwy,
podczas ktorej Polacy poniesli srogq porazke. Ko-
Sciuszko zostal powaznie ranny, dostat si¢ do niewo-
li i trafil do wigzienia w Sankt Petersburgu” [1]. To
byt koniec bohaterskiej kariery wojskowej Kosciusz-
ki. Wtedy tez zaczely sie jego dluga walka o prze-
trwanie oraz zmagania z niepelnosprawno$cig.

., Stawa imienia twego az do nas dolata,

A dzwiek jego tak wzniosly jest i tak wspanialy,

Iz napetnia odglosem swoim wszechswiat caly,

Brzmi wszedzie i brzmie¢ bedzie po tysigezne lata.

Imiona bohaterow z nadziemskiego swiata

Spadajg gromem. Bog je zamienia w piesn chwaty,

Azeby potomnosci zdumionej Spiewaly

O wawrzynie, co skronie wybrancow oplata.

1 z twojego imienia w ow dzien upragniony,

Gdy dobro zapanuje, kiedy falsz zaginie,

Powstanie piesn, dzwieczqca natchnionymi tony,

1 niesmiertelnym hymnem w blekity poplynie...

Piesni tej stucha¢ bedzie wszechswiat zachwycony

1 wielki Bog w niebiosow stonecznej krainie.”
(John Keats, 1795 —1821) thum. Julian Ejsmond

Andrzej Tadeusz Bonawentura Kosciuszko (1746
—1817) byt dowddca wojsk polsko-litewskich. W Pol-
sce, na Litwie i w Stanach Zjednoczonych uwazany
jest za bohatera narodowego. W 1794 r. stanat na
czele powstania przeciwko Rosji Carskiej i Krolestwu
Prus jako Najwyzszy Naczelnik Sity Zbrojnej Naro-
dowej. Wzorem dla niego byl Timoleon z Koryntu
(411-336 p. n. e.), grecki maz stanu i general, ktory
poprowadzit Grekow sycylijskich do zwyciestwa nad
rzadami tyranéw i Kartaginczykami [2].

W 1765 1. wstapit do zatozonej przez kréla Stani-
stawa Augusta Poniatowskiego akademii wojskowej
,»Collegium Nobilium”, gdzie specjalizowat si¢ w bu-
dowie fortyfikacji i w inzynierii wojskowej. W 1769 r.
zostal awansowany na stopien kapitana artylerii oraz
otrzymat krolewskie stypendium na studia w Akade-
mii Malarstwa i Rzezby we Francji. Prywatnie zglebiat
przedmioty zwigzane z wojskowoscia.

W 1774 1. wrécit do podzielonej rozbiorami Pol-
ski, jednak nie mogt znalez¢ zatrudnienia w wojsku,
dlatego tez pracowal jako nauczyciel i korepetytor.
Dwa lata pozniej wyjechat do Ameryki, aby wspo-
moéc walczacych przeciwko Anglikom. Do pomocy
Amerykanom zachgcali go: Nicolas Dietrich, Baron
von Ottendorf, Charles Noel Romand, Sieur de Lisle,
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Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais, Benjamin Fran-
klin and Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du
Motier,the Marquis de La Fayette, (1757—1834), who
became his very close friend, a general in the Ame-
rican Revolution and a leader of the Garde Nationale
during the French Revolution.

Kosciuszko was appointed a Colonel of Engi-
neers. After his many professional successes, he was
promoted to Chief Engineer of the Middle Depart-
ment, and given the task of fortifying West Point. In
1780 he was appointed Chief Engineer of the South,
where he commanded troops under General Greene.

In 1784 he was given US citizenship and pro-
moted to Brigadier General by the Congress, in ho-
nor of his contribution to the successful rebellion.
Kosciuszko returned to Poland, but he was again una-
ble to find a position in the army, and settled in his
poor estate.

In 1789 he was promoted to Major General. He
commanded forces in 1792 in the Polish-Russian
War, where his defense of Dubienka made him a hero.
When the Commonwealth surrendered to Russia in
July, Kosciuszko resigned and returned to France.

HIS INJURY

After a stunning victory at Raclawice, and a suc-
cessful defense of Warsaw, General Alexander Suvo-
rov's army arrived at Brzesc on the Bug River, attack-
ed and defeated the Poles. Kosciuszko was gravely
wounded and captured during the Battle of Maciejo-
wice. The rebellion was crushed a month later. The
wounded Polish hero wrote:

"now, first of all, I had been most mortally wound-
ed before the battle was decided, and only recovered
my consciousness two days afterwards, when I found
myself in the hands of my enemies.." [2].

"Grievously wounded and unconscious, Kosciu-
szko fell into the hands of the Russians, who carried
him from the battlefield and placed him under guard
in the nearby manor house of the Zamojski family.
His head and body were covered with blood, on his
head was a large wound from a sword and three on
his back above the loins, from the thrust of a pike. He
could scarcely breathe..." [2]. He was transferred to
St. Petersburg's jail. During that time, Kosciuszko
reported that he was tortured by his captors, cross-
examined and interrogated, and "... became a phy-
sical and nervous wreck..."

Pierre Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais, Benjamin
Franklin oraz Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert
du Motier, markiz de La Fayette (1757-1834), poz-
niej bliski przyjaciel KoSciuszki, generat podczas re-
wolucji amerykanskiej oraz dowddca Gwardii Naro-
dowej podczas rewolucji francuskie;j.

W Ameryce Kos$ciuszko zostal mianowany inzy-
nierem-putkownikiem. Na tym stanowisku osiggnat
wiele sukcesow, dzigki czemu awansowat na stano-
wisko naczelnego inzyniera Middle Department
(wojskowej jednostki administracyjnej obejmujacej
amerykanskie stany $rodkowoatlantyckie). Powierzo-
no mu takze zadanie budowy twierdzy West Point.
W 1780 r. zostal naczelnym inzynierem Armii Potu-
dniowej i dowodzit wojskami pod zwierzchnictwem
generata Greene’a.

W 1784 r. w zamian za zastugi otrzymal od Kon-
gresu USA obywatelstwo amerykanskie i awans na
stanowisko generata brygady. Po powrocie do Polski
ponownie nie mogt znalez¢ pracy w wojsku, wiec za-
mieszkat w swojej ubogiej posiadtosci rodzinne;j.

W 1789 r. krdl Stanistaw August Poniatowski
awansowat go na stopien generata-majora. Kosciusz-
ko dowodzit wojskami w wojnie polsko-rosyjskiej
w 1792 r., a po bitwie pod Dubienks stat si¢ bohate-
rem narodowym. Kiedy w lipcu wojska polsko-li-
tewskie skapitulowaly przed Rosjanami, zrezygno-
wat ze stanowiska wodza i wyjechal do Francji.

URAZ

Po wspaniatym zwycigstwie pod Ractawicami
i udanej obronie Warszawy oddziaty polskie starly sie
z wojskami generata Aleksandra Suworowa w Brze-
$ciu nad Bugiem, ponoszac porazke. Podczas prze-
granej bitwy pod Maciejowicami Ko$ciuszko zostat
cigzko ranny i dostat si¢ do niewoli. Powstanie zosta-
to sttumione miesigc pdzniej. Ranny bohater pisat:

., Poniostem Smiertelne rany jeszcze przed roz-
strzygnieciem bitwy. Przytomnos¢ odzyskatem dopie-
ro dwa dni pozniej, w niewoli u wroga...” [2].

,, Cigzko rannego i nieprzytomnego Kosciuszke poj-
mali Rosjanie. Przeniesli go z pola bitwy do pobli-
skiej posiadiosci rodziny Zamojskich i trzymali pod
strazq. Jego glowe i cialo pokrywata krew, w glowie
miat duzg rane od szabli, a na plecach powyzej le-
dzwi kolejne trzy rany zadane pikq. Oddychat z wiel-
kim trudem...” [2]. Przewieziono go do wigzienia
w Sankt Petersburgu. Kosciuszko pisat, ze w tym cza-
sie byl torturowany i przestuchiwany przez swoich
oprawcow i ,,stal sie strzepkiem nerwow i wrakiem
czlowieka...”.
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"O what a loud and fearful shriek was there,
As tho' a thousand souls one death-groan pour'd!
Ah me! they view'd beneath an hireling's sword
Fall'n KOSKIUSKO! Thro' the burthen'd air
(4s pauses the tir'd Cossac's barb'rous yell
Of Triumph) on the chill and midnight gale
Rises with frantic burst or sadder swell
The dirge of murder'd Hope! while Freedom pale
Bends in such anguish o'er her destin'd bier,
As if from eldest time some Spirit meek
Had gather'd in a mystic urn each tear
That ever furrow'd a sad Patriot's cheek;
And she had drain'd the sorrows of the bowl
Ev'n till she reel'd, intoxicate of soul!"”
(Samuel Taylor Coleridge 1794)

His wounds were neglected so they didn't heal,
and he lost the use of his legs. He was required to use
crutches for years afterward...." [1].

By Empress Cathrine's order, he was transferred
from his incarceration at the Petro-Pavlovsk Fort, to
the Grigorii Palace. There he was checked by a Scottish
physician, Dr. John Rogerson, (1741-1823) who found
him in a depressive mood, his wounds were unhealed
and neglected. Actually, he saved his life [3].

Rogerson wrote: " the physical and mental forces
of that upright man are nearly exhausted, as the result
of long sufferings. I am losing hopes of curing him.
He has suffered so much in body and soul that his
organism is entirely destroyed".

In the year 1835, the London's The Foreign Quar-
terly Review published this account [4]:

... " he was insensible from loss of blood, and the
Russian surgeons would not dress his wounds until
the following day, lest a renewed hemorrhage should
prove fatal. This 'to us, who are unprofessional, seems
odd leechcraft...he was surgically neglected..” The
hero was taken into captivity with his best friends
and devoted wounded comrades: Niemcewicz, Sie-
rakowski, Kniaziewicz, Copec and Fiszer [5].

In 1796 Tsar Paul I of Russia pardoned Kos$ciu-
szko and set him free after two years of Russian
imprisonment. Aided by his loyal friend Julian Ursyn
Niemcewicz, they travelled to Sweden, England and
France. Everywhere he was graciously welcomed. In
England he was examined by Sir George Baker
(1722-1809), King George III personal physician and
President of the RCP. He was diagnosed as having
a head injury (brain concussion and some anesthetic
areas over his scalp), low back trauma, partial para-
lysis of the lower limbs and " irregularity of the
thrust of a Cossack pike"...Treatment consisted of
regular exercises, rubbing of the joints, and electro-
therapy in order "to promote the restoration of the
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,, O, jakiz straszny okrzyk podniost si¢ na wietrze,
Rzektbys, ze ust tysigca dotknela Smierc sroga.
Boze, oni ujrzeli, jak pod mieczem wroga

Zachwiat sig ich Kosciuszko! Przez czarne powietrze.
(Gdy ucichto Kozakow barbarzynskie wycie
Tryumfu), przez noc czarng, co z szumem opada,
Wschodzi, petne zmagania o gingce zycie,

Szeptem ranionej nadziei. Oto Wolnos¢ blada

1dzie ktasé si¢ na marach tek smutnie, tak chmurnie,
Jakby, bogom podobnym jakis duch tragiczny
Zebrat wszystkie {zy polskie w swej mistycznej urnie,
Wszystkie tzy, co Polakow zorane policzki

Zrosily kiedykolwiek cicho do dna jak smutku ofiare”.

(Samuel Taylor Coleridge 1794)
(ttum. Stanistaw Balinski)

»Zaniedbane rany nie goily si¢, utracit wladze
w nogach. W kolejnych latach musiat chodzi¢ o ku-
lach” [1]. Z rozkazu carycy Katarzyny przeniesiono
go z wigzienia w Twierdzy Pietropawtowskiej do Pa-
tacu Marmurowego. Tam zbadat go szkocki lekarz,
dr John Rogerson (1741-1823). Wedtug jego opisu
Kosciuszko miat stany depresyjne, jego rany byly
niezagojone i zaniedbane. Prawde moéwigc — urato-
wat mu zycie [3].

Rogerson pisat: ,,sity fizyczne 1 psychiczne tego
prawego meza s3 na wyczerpaniu z powodu dlugo-
trwatych cierpien, ktore musi znosié. Trac¢ nadzieje
co do jego powrotu do zdrowia. Jego ciato i dusza
wycierpialy tak wiele, ze jego organizm jest catkowi-
cie wyniszczony.”

W 1835 r. londynski Przeglad dyplomatyczny (The
Foreign Quarterly Review) zamiescit nastepujaca re-
lacje [4]:

., ... byl nieprzytomny od utraty krwi, a rosyjscy
chirurdzy nie zmieniali opatrunkow az do nastgpne-
go dnia z obawy, ze ponowny krwotok mogtby okazac
sig Smiertelny. Nam, nieobeznanym w sztuce lekar-
skiej, wydato sig¢ to osobliwg praktykq... Rany miaf
zaniedbane...”. Polak trafit do niewoli wraz z najlep-
szymi przyjaciéimi i oddanymi rannymi towarzysza-
mi. Byli wérod nich: Julian Ursyn Niemcewicz, ge-
nerat Sierakowski, Karol Otto Kniaziewicz, Jozef
Kope¢ i Stanistaw Fiszer [5].

W 1796 r. car Pawet I ulaskawitl Kosciuszke
i uwolnit go po dwoch latach niewoli. Z pomocg swo-
jego lojalnego przyjaciela Juliana Ursyna Niemcewi-
cza Kosciuszko wyjechat wraz z nim do Szwecji, po-
tem do Anglii i Franc;ji.

Wszedzie witano go z honorami. W Anglii zbadat
go Sir George Baker (1722-1809), osobisty lekarz
krola Jerzego II1 i rektor Krolewskiej Akademii Me-
dycznej. Baker rozpoznal u Kosciuszki uraz glowy
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action of the muscles".. And yet, his condition remain-
ed unchanged. He was unable to stand and walk.

In England, the list of Kos$ciuszko's visitors was
very long: politicians, men of letters, the beauties of
the day and the rulers of fashion. The writer Walter
Savage-Landor (1775-1864) met him, but later in-
cluded him in his" Imaginary conversations of lite-
rary men and statesmen" (1824). More than half a cen-
tury later he looked back to the moment in which he
spoke to the Polish hero as the happiest of his life.

He traveled to the US, where he was granted both
land and a sum of money. He renewed his friendship
with Jefferson. Washington visited him. Dr. Benja-
min Rush convinced him to leave Philadelphia be-
cause of an epidemic of yellow-fever in the summer
of 1797. Rush reported later that the Pole's wounds
were apparently closed, but he remained partially
paralyzed, and walked with a limp. Jefferson asked
him to try to ease the political tension between Fran-
ce and the US and therefore he met Dr. George
Logan (1753-1821) [an American physician, farmer,
legislator and politician], who in 1798, went to Paris
to negotiate peace with the French. In the same year,
the Pole returned to France. In 1801 the Swiss Mi-
nister to France, Peter Joseph Zeltner, invited him to
his house at Berville near Fontainbleau. There the
Polish hero spent his time horse-riding, gardening
and painting. "...beyond the circle of the Zeltner
family, he kept up most intercourse with the talented
Madame General Fiszer (by birth Countess Kulie-
ska) the widow of his former adjutant"...[4]. The
Countess introduced him to the famous Mme de
Stael-Holstein...

Meanwhile, from 1799-to 1814, campaigns for
Polish independence and freedom took place, and
Kosciuszko was asked to co-operate with Napoleon,
but he refused. The Polish Prince Czartoryski asked
Kosciuszko to come to attend the Congress of Vienna
(1815). Alas, he arrived too late and later met the Czar.
Kosciuszko's effort to influence Alexander marked the
end of his political activities [6].

Angry and frustrated that Poland again missed
full independence, he returned to Switzerland. He
resided with Zeltner's brother at Soleure (Solothurn)
[7-12]. He still suffered pains, and stayed most of his
days on his bed, reading geography and history. His
old friend, Princess Lubomirska, paid a visit to him.
In 1817 he died after contracting typhoid fever. He
was buried there but later his remains were transfered
to Krakow [13-16].

(wstrzas mozgu i obecno$¢ obszaréw pozbawionych
czucia na skorze glowy), uraz dolnej czesci plecow,
cz¢éciowe porazenie konczyn dolnych oraz ,rane
od ciosu zadanego kozacka pika”. Leczenie obejmo-
wato regularne ¢wiczenia, masaz stawow oraz elek-
troterapi¢, majaca na celu ,,pobudzenie pracy mig-
$ni”. Mimo tych praktyk stan pacjenta nie ulegat
zmianie — Kosciuszko nie mogt sta¢ ani chodzi¢.

Lista 0s6b odwiedzajacych Kosciuszke w Anglii
byta bardzo dhuga: politycy, literaci, 6wczesne pick-
nosci i kreatorzy mody. Pisarz Walter Savage-Landor
(1775-1864) Kosciuszke poznal osobiscie, ale tez
umiescit go w swoich Dialogach fikcyjnych (1842 r.).
Wspominajgc moment rozmowy z polskim bohate-
rem ponad pét wieku pdzniej, pisarz uznat te chwile
za najszczesliwsza w swoim zyciu.

Kos$ciuszko wyjechat do USA, gdzie przyznano
mu ziemi¢ oraz $rodki do zycia. Odnowit tam przy-
jazn z Thomasem Jeffersonem. Wizyte ztozyt mu ta-
kze Jerzy Waszyngton. Dr Benjamin Rush przekonat
go do opuszczenia Filadelfii z powodu epidemii z6t-
tej febry latem 1797 r. Rush donosit pdzniej, Ze rany
Kosciuszki najwyrazniej si¢ zagoily, jednak nadal
byl on czesciowo sparalizowany i utykat. Jefferson
poprosit go o probe zatagodzenia politycznego napie-
cia pomigdzy Francja i USA. W ten sposob Kosciusz-
ko poznatl dr. George’a Logana (1753-1821), amery-
kanskiego lekarza, farmera i polityka, ktory w 1798 r.
udat si¢ do Paryza, aby negocjowaé pokoj z Francja.
Jeszcze tego roku Kosciuszko wyjechat do Francji.

W 1801 r. szwajcarski dyplomata we Francji, Piotr
Jozef Zeltner, zaprosit go do swojego domu w Ber-
ville koto Fontainbleau. Tam Ko$ciuszko zajmowat
si¢ jazda konng, ogrodnictwem i malowaniem. ,,Po-
za kregiem rodziny Zeltneréw utrzymywat kontakty
gtéwnie z utalentowang generatowg Fiszerowa (z do-
mu hrabing Kulieska), wdowa po bylym adiutancie
Kosciuszki...” [4]. Hrabina przedstawita go stynnej
Pani Stael Holstein...

W tym czasie, w latach 1799-1814, Polska wal-
czyta o wolnos¢ i niepodlegtosé. KoSciuszko zostat
poproszony o wspotprace z Napoleonem, jednak od-
mowit. Ksigze Czartoryski zaprosit Kosciuszke na
Kongres Wiedenski (1815), gdzie jednak przybyt za
pbézno, a pdzniej spotkat si¢ z carem Aleksandrem. Ko-
$ciuszko probowal nakloni¢ cara do zmiany zdania,
jednak po tym przestat angazowac si¢ w polityke [6].

Rozgniewany i sfrustrowany kolejna nieudang pro-
ba odzyskania petnej niepodlegtosci Polski, Kosciu-
szko wrocil do Szwajcarii. Zamieszkat u brata Zelt-
nera w Soleure (Solothurn) [7-12]. Nadal odczuwat
bole 1 wickszo$¢ czasu spedzat w t6zku, czytajac ksie-
gi geograficzne 1 historyczne. Odwiedzita go dawna
znajoma — Ksi¢zna Lubomirska. W 1817 r. KoSciusz-
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THE JEWISH ASPECT

During the siege of Saratoga, Kosciuszko was
impressed by the Jewish volunteers who took part
during the fighting. In 1794, while preparing the up-
rising against Prussia and Russia, he declared that
after the desired independence, Jews would gain free-
dom. He praised the Jewish Cavalry Regiment, created
by Berek Joselewicz. Joselewicz and his associate
Joseph Aronowicz, were merchants, and actually
initiated the first Jewish brigade since biblical times.

The hero Pole wrote and spoke on the Jewish
troubles along history, citing from the Bible, and
praising the heroic "bearded" army...[13].

THE SPINAL INJURY

It is possible that Kosciuszko had suffered an in-
complete low dorsal or lumbar spinal cord injury due
to penetrating stab wounds: clinically, he had partial
lower limb paralysis, urinary incontinence, general
weakness (blood loss, dehydration and starvation),
walked scarcely with a cane, and suffered severe
pains. The initial reports described that his paralysis
had developed a few days after the initial injury.
I guess it occurred either due to a continuous local
spinal hemorrhage which compressed the spinal
cord, or due to local infection and abscess formation,
or perhaps the fall from the horse caused a vertebral
fracture which was not diagnosed or stabilized, caus-
ing an incomplete SCI. It is also probable that after
continuous bleeding and dehydration, he developed
hemorrhagic shock that further-on deprived the al-
ready compromised spinal cord of proper blood
supply. In my opinion, and after reading the relevant
literature about Kosciuszko, it seems that his head
injury did not result in any neurological insult (there
is no mention of any weakness or paralysis of the
upper limbs or any damage to the cranial nerves), no
cognitive, intellectual, or communication disabilities.
His initial loss of consciousness resulted from the blow
to his head (concussion of brain) which was accom-
panied with superficial bleeding from the scalp.

Concerning his SCI, it is possible that some neu-
rological recovery occurred, although along the re-
maining 23 years after the combat injury, he still
suffered from chronic pain, bladder problems, lower
limb weakness and depression. It is well known that
patients who suffered penetrating SCI tend to suffer
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ko zmarl w wyniku zakazenia durem brzusznym. Po-
chowano go w Szwajcarii, jednak jego szczatki poz-
niej przeniesiono do Krakowa [13-16].

ASPEKT ZYDOWSKI

Podczas oblezenia Saratogi duze wrazenie na
Kosciuszce zrobili zydowscy ochotnicy bioracy
udziat w walkach. Podczas przygotowan do powstania
przeciwko Rosji i Prusom w 1794 1. oglosil, Zze po od-
zyskaniu upragnione;j niepodlegtoéci Zydzi otrzyma-
ja wolnos¢.

Kosciuszko chwalit tez Putk Lekkokonny Staro-
zakonny utworzony przez Berka Joselewicza. Josele-
wicz 1 jego wspolnik Jozef Aronowicz byli kupcami,
a zorganizowany przez nich putk byl pierwszym zy-
dowskim oddziatem od czaséw biblijnych. Ko-
$ciuszko wypowiadal si¢ i pisal o problemach Zy-
dow na przestrzeni historii, cytujac Bibli¢ i wychwa-
lajac bohaterska ,,brodatg” armie... [13].

URAZ KREGOSLUPA

Mozliwe, ze Kosciuszko doznat niepelnego uszko-
dzenia dolnego odcinka piersiowego lub ledzwiowe-
go rdzenia kregowego powstalego w wyniku ran dra-
zacych: z klinicznego punktu widzenia cierpial na
czgs$ciowe porazenie koficzyn dolnych, nietrzymanie
moczu, ogdlne ostabienie (utrata krwi, odwodnienie
1 wyglodzenie), chodzil z duza trudnoscia o lasce
i odczuwat duzy bol. Zgodnie z wstepnymi doniesie-
niami porazenie nastapito kilka dni po urazie. We-
dlug mnie powodem jego wystapienia mogla by¢
jedna z nastepujacych przyczyn: dlugotrwate miej-
scowe krwawienie w obrgbie krggostupa z nastegpo-
wym uciskiem rdzenia krggowego, miejscowe zaka-
zenie 1 utworzenie si¢ ropnia lub ztamanie kregu w wy-
niku upadku z konia, ktore nie zostalo rozpoznane ani
ustabilizowane, wskutek czego doszto do niepelnego
uszkodzenia rdzenia krggowego. Mozliwe rowniez, ze
z powodu dlugotrwatego krwawienia i odwodnienia
doszto do wstrzasu krwotocznego, a w rezultacie na-
stapito dalsze ograniczenie utrudnionego juz dopty-
wu krwi do rdzenia. Po zapoznaniu si¢ z odpowied-
nig literaturg na temat Tadeusza Kosciuszki wydaje
sig, ze uraz glowy, jakiego doznal, nie mial nastgpstw
neurologicznych (nie byto doniesien o ostabieniu lub
porazeniu konczyn gérnych, czy tez uszkodzeniu ner-
woOw czaszkowych), nie nastapito rowniez uposledze-
nie zdolnosci poznawczych, intelektualnych czy ko-
munikacyjnych. Poczatkowa utrata przytomnosSci
byta skutkiem uderzenia w gtowe (wstrzgsnienie mo-
zgu), czemu towarzyszylto powierzchowne krwawie-
nie w obrebie skory glowy.
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more from chronic burning pain than patients who
had a blunt injury. In this Polish-Russian conflict, it
is hard to imagine that any “heroic” surgical proce-
dures were performed. In those days, soldiers at battle-
fields occasionally fractured their vertebrae, but most
of the SCI occurred due to penetrating injuries. But
in other Western combat scenes, a few surgical attempts
were made:

On May 11th, 1745, during The Battle of Fonte-
noy, (which was a major engagement of the War of
the Austrian Succession), the surgeon Géraud per-
formed an operation on an Irish soldier from the
Dillon regiment who had been wounded by a musket
ball: Géraud tried five times to remove the ball and
bone fragments at the level of the third lumbar
vertebra. The wound became infected, but the soldier
recovered, and may have regained some function in
his legs [17]. ““ Captain Villedon from the regiment of
Vaubecourt, was shot while at the Bridge of Améné-
bourg sur I'Horn in November 1762. Duplessis, the
Surgeon-Major of the army, treated the thoracic
wound at a hospital near Marbourg. Captain Villedon
remained paralyzed, but the ball was removed.

The soldier was then transported to Rosdorff,
where Duplessis conferred with Louis (the perma-
nent secretary of the French Royal Academy of Sur-
gery) [18]. Exploring the wound with his fingers,
Louis managed to remove several large bone frag-
ments. On the following day, the surgeons explored
the wound again and removed more fragments,
justifying their intervention with a direct comparison
with exploration of a cranial fracture. The wound de-
veloped "suppuration abondante et louable"; how-
ever, the captain recovered and 12 years later walked
around his estate at Ploitou with the help of a cane.
Although this was not the first example of surgical
intervention, it was the first report containing data
from a definitive long-term follow-up review. Louis'
paper included several examples of battle casualties
and unsuccessful surgical attempts at decompression
or reduction [17].

The operation for the removal of a depressed verte-
bral arch was first performed by the British surgeon,
Henry Cline (1750-1827), in 1814, and, though un-
successful, showed the practicability of such an ope-
ration [19,20]. Cline proposed the following four
questions to discuss:

1. Will the patient die of the operation? Probably he
will, if the injury be severe.'

2. If the cord be much hurt, will it recover its
functions? This is unknown; but we do know that
if a nerve be divided, it will unite, and the greater
part of the spinal cord may be divided in a brute
and yet the animal recover; in proof of which he

Co do urazu rdzenia kregowego, mozliwe, ze nastg-
pila pewna poprawa stanu neurologicznego, jednak po
23 latach od odniesienia ran w walce Kosciuszko wcigz
cierpial na przewlekle bole, problemy z pecherzem mo-
czowym, ostabienie konczyn dolnych i depresje.

Wiadomo, Ze pacjenci z urazami drazacymi rdze-
nia kregowego czgsciej odczuwajg przewlekly pala-
cy bdl niz pacjenci z urazami tepymi. Trudno sobie
wyobrazi¢, zeby podczas staré polsko-rosyjskich wy-
konywano zabiegi chirurgiczne na bardzo ci¢zko ran-
nych pacjentach. W tamtych czasach zotierze na po-
lu walki niekiedy doznawali ztaman krggow, jednak
wigkszo$¢ urazow kregoshupa byta wynikiem ran
drazacych. Jednak na Zachodzie podejmowano pro-
by operacji na rannych zolierzach:

11 maja 1745 r. podczas bitwy pod Fontenoy (naj-
wazniejsze starcie podczas wojny o sukcesje austriac-
ka) chirurg Géraud przeprowadzit operacje na irlandz-
kim zotnierzu z pulku Dillon postrzelonym kula
z muszkietu: Géraud pigciokrotnie probowat usunaé
kule 1 fragmenty kosci na wysokosci trzeciego kregu
ledzwiowego. W ran¢ wdato si¢ zakazenie, jednak
zoierz wyzdrowiat i by¢ moze czg¢éciowo odzyskat
sprawno$¢ w nogach [17]. ,,Kapitan Villedon z putku
Vaubecourt zostat postrzelony na Moscie Aménébo-
urg sur 'Horn w listopadzie 1762 r. Naczelny chirurg
armii Duplessis opatrzyt ran¢ klatki piersiowe]
w szpitalu koto Marburga. Porazenie nie ustgpito, ale
kula zostata wyjeta. Nastepnie Villedona przeniesio-
no do Rosdorffu, gdzie Duplessis skonsultowat si¢
z Louisem (sekretarzem stalym francuskiej Krolew-
skiej Akademii Chirurgii) [18]. Louis zdotal usuna¢
kilka duzych fragmentow kosci, badajac ran¢ palca-
mi. Nastepnego dnia chirurdzy ponownie zbadali ra-
n¢ i usuneli kolejne fragmenty kosci. Swojg inter-
wencje uzasadniali tym, Zze podobne dziatania podej-
muje si¢ w przypadku ztamania ko$ci czaszki. U ka-
pitana rozwingto si¢ ,,suppuration abondante et lo-
uable”, jednak pacjent doszedt do zdrowia i 12 lat
pozniej mogt chodzi¢ o lasce po swojej posiadtosci
w Ploitou. Chociaz nie jest to pierwszy przypadek in-
terwencji chirurgicznej, po raz pierwszy opisano tu
wyniki dlugoterminowej obserwacji. Praca Louisa
zawierala kilka opisoéw zohierzy polegtych na fron-
cie i nieudanych prob przeprowadzenia operacji de-
kompresji lub nastawienia ztaman [17].

Zabieg usunigcia uciskanego tuku kregowego zo-
stat przeprowadzony po raz pierwszy w 1814 r. przez
brytyjskiego chirurga Henry’ego Cline’a (1750-
1827). Mimo ze zabieg nie przynidst oczekiwanych
rezultatow, dowiedziono, ze jest on mozliwy do wy-
konania [19,20]. Cline zaproponowat cztery kwestie
do omowienia:
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detailed an experiment which he performed on

a bitch.

3. After the removal of the arch of the vertebra, will
the spine be sufficiently strong to support the
body? Probably it will for ordinary purposes,
though the patient may not be able to lift heavy
weights.

4. Will a patient recover from a compound fracture
of the spine, which, by the performance of the
operation, it becomes [17]?

Today, SCI patients due to stab wounds usually
sustain the Brown-Séquard type. In a study, functional
recovery was good in nearly two-thirds of patients
[21].

A prospective multicenter study was conducted in
order to examine neurological deficit and recovery
patterns following spinal cord injury (SCI) resulting
from stab wounds. Thirty two patients were evaluated.

Sixty three percent presented with incomplete
motor lesions on initial examination. In addition,
four of seven who initially presented with complete
motor paraplegia partially recovered. Furthermore,
50% of those with incomplete motor lesions had
asymmetrical motor patterns indicative of a Brown-
Séquard Syndrome. Although the percentage of pa-
tients sustaining an incomplete SCI injury following
a stab injury to the spine is higher than in SCIP from
other causes, the amount of motor recovery when con-
trolling for level and completeness of injury is no great-
er than previously reported for other etiologies [22].

We do not know if modern views of the 18th
century, like the influential Théodore Tronchin’s
(1709-1781), actually penetrated into Eastern Europe
at that time. He was a Swiss physician who studied
at Cambridge and later was a pupil of Herman Boer-
haave (1668-1738), practiced medicine in Amster-
dam and returned to Geneva, where he received the
title of Professor Emeritus of Medicine, and later
moved to Paris, where he opened a medical practice
in 1766. Tronchin’s popularity spread mainly amongst
European royalty and the upper classes. He was well
acquainted with Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot, and
many others. He forcefully rejected traditional medi-
cal practices (bloodletting, purging), and was an ad-
vocate of simple and natural hygiene that stressed the
importance of fresh air, diet and exercise. Had the
new winds about modern surgery and resuscitation,
derived from the teaching from the famous 18th cen-
tury British surgeons John Hunter (1728-1793), Sir
John Pringle [1707-82] or the French Baron Domi-
nique-Jean Larrey (1766-1842), who initiated the
modern method of army surgery, field hospitals and
the system of army ambulance corps, finally landed
in Eastern Europe?
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1. Czy pacjent umrze z powodu operacji? Prawdo-
podobnie tak, jesli jego obrazenia sg powazne.

2. Jesli rdzen jest powaznie uszkodzony, czy mozli-
wa jest poprawa jego stanu? Nie wiadomo. Wie-
my jednak, Ze jesli nastapit podziat nerwu, to na-
stapi tez jego polaczenie, a jesli wigksza czes¢
rdzenia krggowego zostanie przerwana, zwierzg
nadal moze odzyska¢ sprawno$¢ — na dowod cze-
go przedstawit doktadny opis eksperymentu prze-
prowadzonego na suce psa.

3. Czy kregostup bedzie wystarczajaco silny, zeby
podtrzymywac ciato, jesli usunie si¢ tuk krego-
wy? Prawdopodobnie tak — do zwyktych celow,
jednak pacjent moze nie by¢ w stanie podnosi¢
wigkszych ciezarow.

4. Czy pacjent moze doj$¢ do zdrowia po skompli-
kowanym ztamaniu krggostupa, do ktoérego do-
chodzi w trakcie operacji [17]?

Dzi$ pacjenci z urazem rdzenia kregowego spowo-
dowanym ranami ktutymi zazwyczaj maja zesp6t Brow-
na-Séquarda. Odzyskanie sprawnosci ruchowej w do-
brym stopniu nastapito u niemal 2/3 pacjentow. [21].

Przeprowadzono prospektywne wieloosrodkowe
badanie w celu oceny objawow ubytkowych i popra-
wy stanu klinicznego po urazie rdzenia kr¢gowego
w wyniku ran khutych. Ocenie poddano 32 pacjen-
tow. W pierwszym badaniu u 63% pacjentow stwier-
dzono czesciowe uszkodzenie funkcji ruchowej. Do-
datkowo, u 4 z 7 pacjentow, u ktorych stwierdzono
calkowite porazenie poprzeczne, nastapila czgsciowa
poprawa. Ponadto, u 50% pacjentdw z czeSciowym
uszkodzeniem funkcji ruchowej zaobserwowano asy-
metryczne uszkodzenie neuronu ruchowego wskazujg-
ce na Zesp6t Browna-Séquarda. Mimo Ze odsetek
pacjentdOw z niepelnym urazem rdzenia kr¢gowego
powstalym w wyniku rany kiutej kregostupa jest wy-
zszy niz odsetek takich urazow powstatych z innych
powodow, stopien poprawy funkcji ruchowej w zale-
znos$ci od poziomu i rozleglosci urazu nie jest wiek-
szy niz w przypadku opisywanych we wcze$niej-
szych badaniach urazéw powstatych z innych przy-
czyn [22].

Nie wiemy, czy w tym czasie do Europy Wschod-
niej dotarty juz nowoczesne poglady osiemnastowiecz-
nych medykow, jak np. wptywowego szwajcarskiego
lekarza Théodore’a Tronchina (1709-1781). Tronchin
studiowat na Uniwersytecie w Cambridge, byt takze
uczniem Hermana Boerhaave (1668-1738) i prakty-
kowat medycyn¢ w Amsterdamie. Nastepnie wrocit
do Genewy, gdzie otrzymat tytut ,,Professor Emeri-
tus” 1 przeprowadzit si¢ do Paryza, gdzie w 1766 r.
otworzyt wlasng praktyke lekarska. Cieszyt si¢ popu-
larno$cia glownie wsrod europejskich rodzin krolew-
skich i arystokracji. Dobrze znat Voltaire’a, Rousse-
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The Russian czar Peter the Great, visited Boer-
haave and Frederik Ruysch [1638-1731], tried to
nationalize medicine, and established the first hos-
pital in Russia in 1707. In 1754 the hospital became
a military hospital, but again, there was still a vast gap
between the Western medicine achievements, and the
level of medical knowledge and practice in the East.

Kosciuszko constantly occupied himself in phy-
sical, intellectual, political and social activities. Most
likely, he was also engaged with sexual activities.
A perfect example of self-rehabilitation, a long time
before the emergence of modern treatments and re-
habilitation medicine approaches and techniques.

Karl Eduard von Holtei (1798-1880), a German poet
and actor, wrote "The Old General " (Der Alte Feldherr)
on Kosciuszko in 1829. Thomas Campbell (1777-
1844), a Scottish poet, also praised the Polish hero:

In vain, alas! in vain, ye gallant few!

From rank to rank your volleyed thunder flew,
Oh, bloodiest picture in the book of Time,
Sarmatia fell, unwept, without a crime;

Found not a generous friend, a pitying foe,
Strength in her arms, nor mercy in her woe!
Dropped from her nerveless grasp the shattered
spear,

Closed her bright eye, and curbed her high career,
Hope, for a season, bade the world farewell,
And Freedom shrieked — as Kosciusko fell!"”
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